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Introduction

The story of this booK

Over the next 25 years we have a unique opportunity to

The original aim of this book was to produce a design statement

reconstruct the Clyde Gateway area for generations to come.

that would help guide architects and developers who wanted to

The M74 completion, the East End Regeneration Route and the

contribute to this landmark project. We first held a workshop

Commonwealth Games 2014 will re-energise the area bringing

in the Bridgeton Community Centre and invited the community

large tracts of land back into use.

and professionals who had recent experience working in the

Clyde Gateway is a partnership between Glasgow City
Council, South Lanarkshire Council, Scottish Enterprise and
the Scottish Government. It represents a new approach to

area to share their aspirations for Clyde Gateway and discuss
regeneration themes.
As the discussion went on, we found ourselves talking

regeneration – one that brings together a shared vision from all

increasingly about the character of the area, based on its history,

the partners and is supported by the local community. Investment

and our core values for redevelopment. Following the success of

from the public and private sectors will bring new infrastructure,

this initial workshop, we held a second intensive session with a

new offices and new workspaces. New jobs and new houses will,

further 25 community representatives including a number of young

over time, increase the population.

adults. The session discussed the emerging themes and our shared

Excellent design and planning will be central to the process
of urban renewal. This guide sets down our aspirations and

aspirations for the future of Clyde Gateway.
Matt Bridgestock at John Gilbert Architects, based in

aims to ensure that design is central to the regeneration of the

Bridgeton, used this research to help develop this statement of

Clyde Gateway.

character and values in association with Architecture and Design
Scotland Enabler Alan Simpson, Glasgow City Council Design
Advisor Gerry Grams, Strathclyde University staff and local
professionals. Changing Places Community Engagement Team,
including Margaret Daly and GERA’s Community Engagement
Team, also provided great assistance.
Martin McKay and Stephen Craig at Clyde Gateway acted as

Ian Manson

client for this project.
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Character
Clyde Gateway enjoys an exceptional location
on the banks of one of the world’s most
famous rivers, close to Glasgow city centre.
It has very competitive property prices and
will soon have some of the foremost transport
connections to Scotland’s central belt and
the rest of the UK via the M8, M74 and rail
network.
There is tremendous character and potential
in the area and its people. We want to use this
opportunity to help bring together existing
communities, to create places that inspire
the local population and to form attractive
neighbourhoods where people will want to live
and work.
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Cotton Mills

Templeton’s
Bridgeton Cross

Rutherglen Town Hall

History

Springfield Cross

Clyde Gateway is a fascinating area that offers a wealth of
architectural, social and cultural history. Street patterns,
tenement design and world famous buildings in and
around the area contribute significantly to its character
and sense of place. The area was built for industry and
we still live with its legacy. Development proposals
should acknowledge this history and reinvent the area
creatively and subtly to rebuild a distinct and beautiful
part of metropolitan Glasgow.
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Templeton’s

Parkhead Cross
Celtic Park

Bridgeton Cross
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New river frontages
Railways & Stations

Cotton mills

River Clyde

The River Clyde is the jewel in Glasgow’s crown and
must once again become the focus for the area. Where
possible, housing and offices should look out on to the
river, streets should lead to the river and the banks
should be designed as a giant park weaving through
the area. It is an important space for wildlife as well as
a magnet for recreation. Buildings adjacent to it should
respond accordingly.
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Dalmarnock

Railways & Stations
M74 crossings
Clyde Gateway boundary

Shawfield

Crosses

Crosses are unique parts of the city. They focus activity
and density, they help to orientate people, and they
provide hubs for transport and facilities. The Clyde
Gateway area should be rebuilt around the new and
historical hierarchy of streets and crosses to help people
find their way around. A series of markers along the
River Clyde will also be needed to signpost facilities and
connect the river back to the streets and crosses.

Farme Cross

M7

4

M74

MAI

Rutherglen
10

N ST
REET
11

UT

E
1 / CHARACTER

Glasgow
Cross

Bellgrove
GAL

LO W

G AT

EAS

E

INNER
CITY

Gorbals

REG

EN

Parkhead

Bridgeton
LO N D O

D
T EN

TI
ERA

ON

RO

Clyde
Gateway
Character
and Values

TO

N R OA D

LL

CR

Springfield

DA

Camlachie

OS

SR

OA

D

LM
AR

SUBURBAN

NO
CK

key

RO
AD

New Approaches to
River Clyde
Key Access Points to
River Clyde

Dalmarnock

Shawfield

Railways & Stations

CITY
EDGE

Higher density
neighbourhoods
Clyde Gateway boundary

Density

Over the next 20 years, Clyde Gateway will become
much more dynamic. Density of people, economic uses
and movement give a significant impression of city life.
The western part should become denser,
blending the energy of the city centre with areas of
park and open space. The city edge should feature new
neighbourhoods refocused around the crosses and the
river. This part includes major design-led interventions
such as the Commonwealth Games Village and Shawfield
regeneration. Elsewhere, more suburban development is
anticipated with focal points created around main roads
and crosses.
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Clyde Gateway will be a new model for design-led
regeneration, bringing traditional city structures and
new ideas about placemaking together. The area
should be vibrant, active, industrious and interesting.
There should be places to relax, play and wander, with
a feeling of safety and a feeling of proximity to the city.
By emphasising these key characteristics and values, the
area can regain its sense of clarity and purpose. It will
be easy to get around and become an inviting location
where people will want to live and work.
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Values
During this process of regeneration,
Clyde Gateway will oversee massive new
investment in the area from the public
and private sectors. This will improve the
infrastructure, raise new offices and work
places, create new jobs, build new homes and,
over time, retain and attract people to the
area. Great design will be at the core of these
regeneration activities.
To ensure that this investment has a
lasting impact on the area, we have identified
a number of core values that will assist
design decisions at every stage of the
development process.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Good design means good business
Work with communities
Infrastructure must come first
We need more people
Support local enterprise
Places should be distinctive
Vibrant, safe, enjoyable streets
Sustainability is built in
Create neighbourhoods
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Good design means
good business
Clyde Gateway aspires to be an imaginative model of designled regeneration on a par with places like Manchester, Byker in
Newcastle and Amsterdam Docklands. We want to attract the
most talented designers to work here, since great design attracts
people, business and investment. It has also been proved to
raise profits and improve the value of homes, businesses and
commercial property.
We want to create a beautiful part of metropolitan Glasgow
that balances our high ambitions for people, context and
sustainability. Redevelopment should drive economic activity and
bring new residents to the area. This will, in turn, create a need for
additional services, more jobs and greater investment, establishing
a virtuous circle that brings greater prosperity to the area.
Hosting the 2014 Commonwealth Games will deliver a massive
boost to local pride. However, the development also needs to
provide housing and facilities that can be used well after the games
are concluded. The quality of the design must form a legacy that
can be maintained long into the future.

Actions:
•

Ensure that the public realm strategy is integrated into the
whole masterplan for Clyde Gateway.

•

Raise design standards through public forums that will arouse
the public’s imagination.

•

Engage the best multi-disciplinary design teams; consider
young practices and competitions to stimulate creativity
and innovation.

Policy + Information:
•

The Value of Good Design, CABE, 2002

•

Why does design matter?, Architecture and Design Scotland

“77% of people
believe that
they work more
productively in well
designed offices”
CABE
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Work with
communities
There are a number of small but aspiring communities in Clyde
Gateway. They are active supporters of regeneration and want
to see positive change. They have ideas, opinions and a vision for
how the area can be renewed and they need to be involved in the
redevelopment process.
Communities want good housing, jobs and new services; they
want safe and accessible places that they can love and call home.
Bridgeton, Rutherglen, Dalmarnock and Parkhead all have active
communities with mechanisms for useful participation. Design
ideas must be developed and tested within these communities
before they have gone too far to be changed. All stakeholders
will be expected to enter into honest, face-to-face, jargon-free
discussion with local people and respond to public opinion.
Young people are particularly important to the reawakening of
the Clyde Gateway area. Their aspirations, hopes and ideas should
be sought and they should be engaged in the design process. They
should be encouraged to bring new ideas to the formation of
places and ideas for spaces.

Actions:
•

Contact Clyde Gateway early in the process to establish
contacts and a community engagement process.

•

Develop skill and learning programmes that involve the
community in the redevelopment process from initial design
through to construction.

Policy + Information:
•

Planning Advice Note 81: Community Engagement – Planning
with People, Scottish Government, 2007

“I think the
architects were
surprised at the
quality of input
from those in
attendance.”
community representative
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Infrastructure must
come first
There has been a significant capital injection over the last five
years to improve roads, remediate contaminated land and upgrade
services and utilities. This investment must continue as we roll out
new developments.
The M74 completion, East End Regeneration Route and
Commonwealth Games are all significant and city changing
investments that will greatly enhance the area’s infrastructure
and facilities for decades to come. Developers should be aware
of these plans and support these initiatives wherever they
can. Developers should also consider ways to support existing
infrastructure such as the railway stations and other public
transport.
We will encourage developers to bring forward innovative
proposals and to upgrade infrastructure ahead of development.
Design proposals should include improvements to local facilities,
transport and utilities in line with the recommendations of the
Urban Task Force report, CABE Guidance and support sustainable
development. Sustainable urban drainage, transport routes and
greenspace should be integral to design proposals and built in
advance.

Actions:
•

Consider renewable and district energy provision as part of
the infrastructure.

•

Ensure a coordinated approach to the recycling of waste.

•

Build as much infrastructure and community space as

•

Metro Glasgow Strategic Drainage Partnership

•

Clyde Gateway Integrated Water Plan

•

Planning Advice Note 61 – Planning and Sustainable Urban

“Over one
billion pounds in
investment has
already been
committed to the
area”

Drainage, Scottish Government, 2001.

Clyde Gateway

possible at an early stage.

Policy + Information
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We need
more people
We have a once in a lifetime opportunity to reawaken the Clyde
Gateway area and turn it into an attractive, enterprising area full of
people, services and facilities.
We need to sustain the existing community whilst encouraging
new people to make Clyde Gateway their home. We need to
offer job opportunities and a broad balance of attractive housing
options in tenure, size and affordability. The precise mix will
depend on the needs of each district, but all developments
should provide inviting homes for a range of people, from young
professionals and young families, through to mature families and
elderly residents.
Each development should contribute to its neighbourhood,
sharing and supporting improved transport links, new schools,
community buildings and employment opportunities. Outstanding
design will play a vital role in making Clyde Gateway the new place
to live.

Actions:
•

Select appropriate locations for different housing mixes, but
ensure that all housing proposals incorporate a wide range of
house types.

•

Develop the infrastructure and community facilities at an
early stage.

•

Upgrade the existing urban fabric and coordinate the
management of public open spaces.

Policy + Information:
•

Towards a Strong Urban Renaissance, Urban Task Force, 1999

•

Architecture and Design Scotland

“Our goal is10,000
high-quality, new
homes by 2030
and an increase of
20,000 people.”
Clyde Gateway
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Support local
enterprise
Clyde Gateway wants to involve local businesses as much as
possible in helping to develop new skills and encourage enterprise.
There is initiative, capacity and a willingness to work throughout
the area. We want to promote a skilled and adaptive workforce
and encourage significant levels of local enterprise. It is our
aspiration that development will use local businesses as much as
possible and assist in stimulating growth.
New business areas must be attractive places, where people
will want to work and start up new businesses. The existing
property market needs to be improved, while retaining a
variety of rental types that will encourage start up businesses.
Local stakeholders such as local companies must therefore be
consulted at every stage to ensure that everyone’s needs are met.
Clyde Gateway and its partners can help explain these aspirations,
make links with local businesses and identify funding routes.

Actions:
•

Contact Clyde Gateway for local contacts and ideas on
cooperation with local businesses.

•

Consider how local businesses can assist or open up new
ways of working.

•

Consider how development can help increase the capacity of
the area, supplying materials, skills or products.

•

Consider how projects can be used to develop a willing set
of local people for long-term employment.

Policy + Information:
•

Architecture and Design Scotland Library –
City Region/Economy

•

Scottish Planning Policy 2 Economic Development – Scottish
Government, 2002

“We want to see
local businesses
grow and new
ones established
to provide a wide
range of jobs.”
Clyde Gateway
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Places should be
distinctive
The River Clyde is the defining geographical feature of the Clyde
Gateway area. It is vital that we develop views to the river and
cultivate connections and activities along this historic waterway.
Development in the Clyde Gateway area should be a careful
exercise in ‘place mending’ as well as ‘place making’. Districts such
as Bridgeton Cross, Farme Cross and Dalmarnock have a keen
sense of place, based on historic buildings, their street pattern,
function, use of materials, colour, proportion and detailing.
These historical qualities should be nurtured and enhanced
through careful regeneration. Some areas will require more
substantial redevelopment to ensure there are strong visual
references at key locations. These places need to have a vivid,
energetic character and a ‘built-in’ quality that will give positive
signals to everyone who passes through the area.

Actions:
•

Designs for new developments should be accompanied by a
public realm strategy.

•

Design should consider the local palette of materials that will
help to draw places together. Higher quality natural materials
should be used at all crosses and public venues.

•

Consider public-led art projects to involve the community,
promote local talent and share the narrative of local life.

Policy + Information:
•

Designing Places: A Policy Statement on Design, Scottish
Government, 2001

•

Architecture and Design Scotland Publications

•

CABE Publications

•

Planning Advice Note 76 – New Residential Streets, Scottish
Government, 2009
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“We want to see
modern design
using traditional
materials, that will
say something
about who we are
and where we have
come from.”
Community Representative
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Vibrant, safe,
enjoyable streets
Cities should be vibrant, dense and lively. Clyde Gateway wants to
bring these qualities back to the area.
Putting in place the right elements at the outset will be crucial
if we are to give the area a bustling inner-city feel. Beautiful streets
are at the heart of good urban design and we need to create
an excellent network of pedestrian scale roads, for mixed uses,
with plenty of ground floor activity and interest. Streets should
be designed first for pedestrians’ needs, then cyclists, then public
transport and lastly for cars. The regeneration of Rutherglen
Main Street is a fine model of what the community aspires to.
They also want to see ideas for markets, cafes and specialist shops
that will draw people in throughout the week. Innovative lighting
installations can add life to the area at night.
Iconic buildings will have a limited role in the regeneration
process, but beautiful architecture is our aspiration for all buildings
and streets in the new Clyde Gateway.

Actions:
•

All developments should consider how they can assist in
creating streets and crosses that attract public life and are
pedestrian friendly.

•

Consider transport hierarchy and plan for pedestrian and
public transport needs above private transport needs.

Policy + Information:
•

Planning Advice Note 76 – New Residential Streets, Scottish
Government 2008

•

Perceptions of Privacy and Density in Housing, CABE, 2003

•

Living Streets Scotland website

“I’d like to see
lots of wee quirky
shops, restaurants
and places where
you can stop for a
chat and relax.”
Community Representative
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Sustainability is
built in
Clyde Gateway wants to create a truly sustainable city district on a
par with exemplar areas in Sweden and Denmark.
Developers should consider how they can construct buildings
that are robust, low-carbon and less dependent on fossil fuels.
We want architects and developers to bring forward innovative
ideas for how to minimise energy use in terms of the construction
and powering of new developments. These proposals should be
an essential part of each design, not an afterthought. We want
to provide an example to the world of low-carbon living and
integrated transport for the next fifty years.
Developers should place emphasis on conserving green spaces
and promoting urban biodiversity. Creating natural habitats
benefits everyone, providing stimulating, wildlife-rich environments
for adults and children to enjoy.

Actions:
•

Create resource efficient buildings that will last and can be
adapted in the future.

•

Develop neighbourhood energy plans with partners such as
Energy Service Companies, using combined heat and power
by linking commercial/ community energy to housing areas.

•

Set clear targets for sustainability using BREEAM or similar
standards.

•

Prioritise surface water management and use of techniques
such as green roofs and innovative drainage schemes.

Policy + Information:
•

People, Places and Planet – Architecture and Design
Scotland, 2009

•

Planning Advice Note 84 – Reducing Carbon Emissions of
New Development, Scottish Government, 2008

•

Building Research Establishment – BREEAM and Greenprint
accreditation systems
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“More than 40% of
Scotland’s carbon
emissions come
from the energy
used to heat
and power our
buildings.”
Scottish Network for
Sustainable Development
Education
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Create
neighbourhoods
Building new homes also means fostering energetic new
communities. People identify with their neighbourhood, gaining
a sense of security from the feeling in the street, square or block
where they live.
Clyde Gateway will provide the structure and encouragement
to developers to deliver safe, secure and sustainable neighbour–
hoods. Developers should consider the amenities and facilities
in an area and think about the needs and aspirations of future
residents. More people in the area means more new facilities are
required such as community centres, shops, meeting spaces, bus
stops and parks. Developments should be unified through design,
offer excellent visibility over public spaces and have well-defined
entrances and exits. Good-quality lighting and open walkways will
also help improve everyone’s sense of wellbeing. Local people
acknowledge that the New Gorbals has successfully created a real
sense of neighbourhood by investing in facilities and bringing public
and private developments together.
The upkeep of spaces and places is another vital part of
creating vibrant communities. Sustainable maintenance regimes and
structures should be embedded within all proposals.

Actions:
•

Large sites should develop design codes to foster a sense of
neighbourhood within a number of individual developments.

•

Ensure developments are tied into maintenance programmes

•

Ensure that the land adjacent to the Clyde is developed to

for any semi-public and public spaces.
encourage walking, cycling and recreational activities.

Policy + Information:
•

PAN 83 on Masterplanning published by the Scottish
Government

•
34

Architecture and Design Scotland

“There are
some great local
examples of how
to create new
neighbourhoods,”
Community
Representative
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1.

Area wide plans:

1a. Clyde Gateway Development Framework:
A Vision for the East End, Gensler, 2004
1b. Clyde Gateway Green Network Strategy,
LUC, 2007
2.

2
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Parkhead

Bridgeton

Camlachie

Mile End Industrial Area Study: Action
Plan, DTZ, 2007

Springfield
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3. 	Bridgeton Urban Design Study: Austin
Smith-Lord, 2008
4.

Dalmarnock and National Indoor Sports
Arena, Turley Associates, 2007

5.

Commonwealth Games Village Masterplan,
RMJM, 2007

9 9

6. 	Rutherglen Station Access Strategy,
Gillespies, 2008
7.

8.

Dalmarnock

South Dalmarnock and Shawfield
Strategic Study and Implementation Plan,
Halcrow, 2007

8

GHA Toryglen Regeneration Study

9. 	Oatlands Regeneration Masterplan,
Holmes Partnership, 2008

Shawfield
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1a & b

77
Farme Cross

6
6
Rutherglen
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Statutory Plans

Glasgow and the Clyde
Valley Joint Structure Plan
prepared by Glasgow and the
Clyde Valley Structure Plan Joint
Committee

There are four documents key to understanding the
planning and urban design framework for Clyde Gateway.
These documents are all material considerations
in assessing planning applications. Early pre-application
discussions with the local authority planning officers is
strongly recommended.

City Plan 2
prepared by Glasgow City
Council Planning Department
0141 287 2000

East End Local
Development Strategy
prepared by Glasgow City
Council Planning Department

South Lanarkshire
Local Plan
South Lanarkshire Council
Planning Department
0141 613 5144
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